Ashmont Fire Department
2010 Annual Report

Written By: Deputy Chief James Preston

Equipment

A project started in 2009 was completed at the beginning of 2010. This project
being the purchase of a new off-road firefighting unit for our department. Work on
planning for the unit had begun in 2009, when after a trial use of a unit similar in concept
was tested with great success. With help from the County of St.Paul, Province, local
community groups, and fund raising by our department members, funds were raised to
purchase the unit. The new unit is a Polaris Ranger 6x6 with a high pressure foam system
in the box capable of knocking down fires very quickly. The firefighting skid in the back
is easily removed to make this unit also capable of performing rescues in remote areas
were ambulances cannot get close enough to the patient. This unit will be extremely
beneficial to the residents, and visitors to the County of St.Paul. Other new equipment
received in 2010 included a replacement for our Unit # 42. Unit 42 was a old ambulance
used to transport medical equipment, MV C equipment, and also spare SCBA's and extra
breathing air for firefighters. In the spring of
2010 the county replaced one of the ambulances
it owns, that is used by the St.Paul and District
Ambulance. They now had a old ambulance
which they did not use. It was decided by the
county to donate the ambulance to our fire
department, which would replace our aging unit.
Beginning in 2010 we also started a bunker gear
replacement program, that will see us purchase
two new sets of bunker year every year. '
Through this we hope that all gear will be 1406612070 18:49
circulated and all older gear will be replaced
before it has reached the end of its life use,

New Members

Two new members joined this year; Jimmy McGonigal, and Chris Gratton.

Members [eaving

In the same year that he joined Jimmy left and joined the St.Paul Fire Dept.
Officers

There were no changes to officers this year.



Dept. Functions

30™ Anniversary - held at the Ashmont Agri-Plex, tickets were sold for the event, a
supper, dance and silent auction were also held to raise money
for our new unit.

Summer Party - a BBQ was held at the Ashmont Seniors Stillwater Retreat

Christmas Party - festivities were held at the fire hall before Christmas

Community Involvement

Community involvement in 2010 kept us very busy. We held a number of tours of
the fire hall, which included the Mom's and Tot's, kindergarten classes, and also the
Grade 1 classes from Ashmont Elementary for Fire Prevention Week. In March we bar-
tended the Ashmont Mom's and Tot's Ladies Night Out. Some of our members were also

auctioned off at the event to help raise money for the
. group. At Heritage Days this year we cooked and served a

pancake breakfast in the morning, and participated in the

. Parade following. Hose-laying was held in the afternoon,
% with 12 teams participating including some from as far

. away as Glendon. In fall time we opened up the fire hall for
trick or treaters at Halloween with over forty ghouls and
goblins stopping by for a visit. We also bar tended another
community event in October, and also participated in the
Remembrance Day ceremonies on November 11.

Training

Regular in-house training continued in 2010 for the department, held every 4th
Monday of the month. This training includes hose handling, pump operator training,
ladders, rescues, first-aid, MVC, and also
classroom, and map-reading. Starting this year we
also began learning, and practicing the new
address system being implemented by the County
of St.Paul. This new address system has made it
much easier to find a incident location, especially
in non-fire situations. Accredited training received
by our members included a S-1000 course held in
Bonnyville. This course was attended by three of
our members, and included training in fire
extinguisher's, fire cause and origin, and incident
pre-planning.




Calls for 2010

In 2010 we responded to 37 calls. These calls are as follows:

10 - MVC
7 - Structure Fire
9 - Outside Fire
1 - Vehicle Fire
5 - Other
3 - Mutual Aid
2 - Medical

Average Response Time: 19.69 minutes (Avg. distance traveled 15.8km)

Notables:

- 2 structure fires in Ashmont were attempted arson and both fires caused minimal
damage to properties (arsonist was caught by RCMP but could not be charged due
to his age)

- responded to St.Paul twice for mutual aid, first was because St.Paul was on
multiple calls, and second was for Hansen Hotel fire

- number of false alarms increased this year

- Mallaig tanker responded 5 times, and placed on standby another 3

- had to borrow a member's boat to perform a water rescue as there is currently no
water rescue available in our area

Looking Ahead

The biggest story for us in 2010 was the increase in calls over the last few years. It
has begun to become a pattern that the number of calls we respond to continue to
increase, not only in volume but complexity. These calls could range from a regular fire,
MVC, water rescue, medical aid, or even a dangerous goods response. Having to respond
to different types of calls has meant the equipment and training we have has become more
diverse. Largely we have kept up to these changes, but it places added strain on
everything in the system. Due to the fact that we must house a large variety of equipment
and train for endless types of emergency scenarios, a weakness was identified. This
weakness was the size of our current firehall. Currently our firehall cannot fit all the
equipment we have and facilitate a safe training environment. Some of our current
equipment cannot even be housed in our hall (ie: Polaris 6x6). The cramped quarters has
also made it very unsafe and impractical to perform some training that needs to be done
in the winter months. Seeing that this was a issue not only for us but for Mallaig also, the
county staff has decided to begin to research into building new halls in Ashmont, and
Mallaig. Their is currently no time line but it is anticipated that this will take place
sometime in the next three years.

Recruitment and retention continues to be a ongoing issue for not only us, but
many volunteer fire departments. Our most effective way is still by building relationships



with members of the community, and explaining the importance of the services we
provide. Many longtime community residents still do not understand how we operate, or
the services we perform. It is usually not until they have a emergency happen to them that
they realize what we actually do, and how helpful we can be. This is partly why we try to
be as visible as possible to the community and participate in as many community events
as possible. Through this we hope to be able to interest people in the benefit of serving
their community, and their neighbor's and family that reside within it.




f 6 9 Ozl ¥djoz  'wdeo:0L  |wd6rie0 OAW|0L/EZIO0L
" 1vO8 aNI4 OL QuVH 85eT uuew @ anosal Jo1emly | . ayejuueps  wdgzip0  [wd 0Ziv0 13UI0(0L/9L/01
v v GLL ¥yl (Weegzl |wesoiLl OAIN|OL/60/0L
181 S S,UE0|S V/N wd 0g:20 PIY [EMINOL/LO/0L
S0l L ¥6G dML|GZ  (WBQyG0 We Lz:G0 OAIN|0L/ZL/60
UMOP POO]S [00YOS JUOLIYSY Je sulely|| z juowysy /N wd LZ:Z) 18Y10(0L/01/60
4 12 9e 98z MHizL |wdgLz, |wdeozl OAN|01/62/30
81l 8)200| Jou p|no/g 9 9z AmH V/N|We 0120 3ll4 SpIsINQ|01/62/L0
: 2l 8)eD0| Jou p|no|f 4 e UUB V/N|We #i:Z) 3il4 SpISINO|0L/SZ/L0
g € lIEH 40| V/N|wd #Z:60 QU4 SPIYSADL/LLILO |
Aemiy uo yuey [ony painydnu wouy seo)|gl 9 8z AMH B we 460 |We Gei0 13WO 01/£2/90 |
81l 8snoy pauocpueqe Jayjoue(s ol ] wowusy gl | wdgzig0 wdgligo | aud 2imonisiol/Lz/90
Buipiing pauopueqe Jo JusWaseq ul pauels alidg 9 uowysy |yl |wdgzie0  wdylLig0 | 2uld 21monis 01/#2/50
os|e Blejey 9¢ 9 siiyoligee  |\wdgoigo  wdggizZo auld mn_ﬂ:omo:m:mo
S0l . SeYONIgZ WeQg/0 WegZo:L0 OAW01/60/50
[9J0H uosueH|g gg ] Inedisyz  wdgoill  wdegiol pIY [enin 01/10/S0
6 6 8z Amy V/N|wd 90:60 all4 apIsSINQ 01/22/%0
.oy os|e euliA Bulyiou pip x| e|ppes ul alid i 4 a)eT e|ppes V/N|wWd 2620 all4 apIsINQ 01/02/%0
Nuwised pey Aeme 106 sajid ysnig gz l feunpy ApIN L wdegzl  |wdzogl 3ll4 9pIsINQ 01/61/%70
wios judy peg|o} G 8z MHizz |wdegiz |wd ezL DA 01/60/%0
asuodsal Um>m_®_u suoioalip peg 1saly Jeipied|y 4 yoeag paoon|LE we gL:.0lL we 2G.60 1sisse |e2IP=2Al O L/20/70
IIE2 J3U30 U0 IN0 |Ned 1S ‘N IS JO UMOLIG 0L L Inedig|/z  |wd Lg:g0  |wd $0:G0 PIY [EMINN 0L/€0/70
L L 8z AMHl9lL  |wezgiz0 |weogeiso DA 0L/8L/€0
uoljeoo| swes ') g youey sedegl  (WeGLQ0  We Z0:90 all4 epISINQO 01/60/£0
Bujuing sajid ysnig 9 9 youey sxe 6 wdgz:0l  wd $5:60 all4 8pISINO|01/80/£0
9 9 9¢ AmH W/N wd 00:€0 DA 01/€0/20
aul| puej pejjed Bupjiom Jou solpey jsisse iz % juowysys  wdggigp |wdQgi90 | isIsse [OIpeN0L/0E/L0
2ll} alnjonJis m:0_>®._a JO o_:-m‘_m_n_ gl o] juowysy |/ we ggzlL Wwe gf.¢l all4 alnonis I 0L/#2/ L0
SINZ PuE dINDY Yum Buoje pepuodsai Biejely gl 8 juowysy|LL  wdgpilo  |wd LgiLo | did 2Inonas|oL/sz/Lo
uabAxo uo sem Jaumo se tw_ucoaww._ SIN3|S'8 [ S8¥eT 2o Gl we ¢yl L we gz:L L 1BUl0|0L/60/L0
_ Buipuspy ‘1deq/sjuswiwion|sinoH |e1o ._., shng uoneso aus2g uQ auwi | adA ] mumn_w




1€ = [ej0L
G -I8YI0
IRV ERETCTITEY
€ -ply [emniy

C -isissy [edlpsiy
6 -84 SpIsinO
J -8ll4 ainpnias

OL-OAIN

Lt €66 6961
adims apis ‘Uo pesH |/ L 8Z'9¢ AMH|6 wd 60:90 |wd 00:90 DAW[OL/LERL
papuodsal ose Biejlel /2 9 ojeaukogigz  wdgzgigo |wd /G20 | @44 2nonas|oL/6zizL
puno} Buiyiou Juowysy spisino esnoy Je sulely € g ¢l |jwdglgo |wd Q0G0 1BUI0|01/80/ZL
193p 31y S[2IYsA SjBuIS G G 8z'0c AmMHloL  |wdoL:60  |wd 00:60 DAWI[0LIF0/ZL
juing Apeaife pey Buipjing suofipuoo peol peg g/ L g BUITISIEG |WBZ0:B0 |WEee0:80 | Ji4 eunponug|oL/sz/LL
_umﬁcoamo._ EuU|lA BaJE INO JO Ino U:oawmm Jou pig ysijpoos) YINWE 6L:%0 all4 =inonisioL/el/LlL
[[ey 302 JO Uinos ail Yoyp |lews|s S fleH 3oDigL  |wdgLieo  |wdo€o a4 8pISINO OL/LL/LL




—

—

[B21P3N

pPiY [emnA

Bylo

~—

3l 3PIYSA

-~

ali4 apIsin0

—

[4 L

I

b

O~ v 1D ¢ N

i

all4 ainjonyg
AN

oe(

AN 10| 1des

Bny.

nr

aunp

Aep

Idy

Jely

g4

|
uer|

[elol

w g'gl
pajaael] aauelsig Bay

senuiW 696l

awi) ssuodsay “Bay
9z/sled 0z,

(wy g6'71) seinuiw Gl

sIYBIN pue puajespm
LL/SIeD L.
(W g°0g) sanuiw /2

(00:21-00:20) Aepyasm
Salll] asuodsay BAY

T4
spusayaap '@ SIYBIN

L
(00:21-00:20) Aepyaam

L

00:%2-00:€¢

00:€2-00:¢C

00'ce-00:Le

00:1¢-00-02

00:0¢-00'61

00:61-00:81

00:'8L-00:4L

00:£1-00:QL

00:9L-00:GL

00:GL-00'7L

00:#L-00:€L

00:€L-00:ClL

00:2L-00:L1

00:L1-00°0L

00:01-00'6

00:60-00:80

00:80-00:20

00:20-00:90

00:90-00:50

00:50-00:%#0

00:%-00:€0

00:€-00:¢0

00:¢-00:10

Nc‘—c\—---w‘-Now'q'-\-nmn-mN\—cm"-::rn-

00:10-00:00

ung|

1es

K4

any |

PEM

sen|

uop|

swip




Calls By Type

Medical 2
. Mutual Aid 3

MvC 10

\ Other5
Vehicle Fire 1

Structure Fire 7

Outside Fire 9

Total Calls = 37



Calls By Day of the Week
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Calls By Time of Day

Weekdays 11

Nights/weekends 26



2010 Response Times
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